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Why Do We Take the Path to Secialivm’ 


VISE OOIRA Hane TAP CHITCONG SAN 
im lietnamew No 5, Vay 91 pp 710 


{Article by Then Nhan} 


{Teat] The path that we are taking was chosen a long 
time ago. when the Communit Party came into exit 
ence. More than a choie, the people of the entire 
country have followed this path for the past 16 years with 
reason and feeling and with confidence and hope In 
order to choose and follow this path. the people have had 
to pay in blood and sweat. overcome many difficulties. 
and pass many tests With respect to the people it can be 
said that taking the socialist path is natural His a natural 
emotion 


Hut life «& very compiles, and history does not follow a 
straight path The uncapected changes in many socialist 
countries, mcluding the country once regarded as the 
bulwark of world revolution, and the difficulties that our 
country encountering have given rive to doubts and 
wornes and to different views on many important prob- 
lems of the present situation and of the country Of 
these. one view that deserves special attention is the view 
that because of the mistakes in socialist theory, and the 
destruction of socialiem in actual practice. the path that 
we chowe ond that we are presently taking 1s wrong 


in order to clarify this very important problem. a maticr 
of great wgnificance for the development of our country 
and the future of our nation « to have an attitude of 
screntific truth and caplain the problems based on its 
theory and practice. At the same time. it will take time to 
see the internal loge of these disorderly phenomena and 


taped collapses 


In the complica situation in which the world and 
Vietnam find themecives today. 11 1s Not casy to answer 
the above questions. Simply saying that this path 
essential, that «a law, and that we will eventually 
reach our goal will transform this into mystical predeter- 
mination at a time when real life is filled with the 
unexpected. We know that the “imevitable” docs not 
cant in a pure form but 1s manifested and supplemented 
through the uncapected The uncapected 1s not just an 
otyective phenomenon I also affects the devclopment 
of things. particularly in human society 


Thus. m order to answer the question of why we are 
taking the socialist path in the present situation. | think 
four questions must be answered 
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The fet question Something about which we have 
thought a great deal and about which we are very worried 
and whit has had a great eflect on our path is the break 
up of the socaliet Countries in Laster Europe and the 
verrous cre tn the Sowret Lion The burning question 
is Has socmlem become a “wrong historieal exper 
ment’ OF as Western thinkers and politicians say, Mas 
woxoiahem come to an end’ Mas the final stage of com 
muna begun’ 


The past year has clearly shown us the real nature and 
causes of the changes in Eastern Lurope The reality is 
that thes has changed the political and social system and 
the accepted social values because the former political 
system has collapsed and those now in power are people 
who oppose the Communit Party and the workers The 
(Communist Parties in most of the Fast Furopean coun 
inves have disbanded oF they have been greath weak 
ened politically \ number of Countries have publicly 
announced that they will follow the capitalist path Darly 
life « unstable and more difficult’ There are many 
reasons, bul the most wmportant reason for the great 
changes in these Countries is that the Communit Parties 
there do not have the strength to “navigate” m the 
storm Because of the they have allowed the opposition 
forces, with the help of the capitalist countries and the 
support of dissatisfied clements in society. to seize power 
quickly which has amazed people both in and outsude 
these countries 


In view of these politvcal changes. what do we think 
about the “fate” of the socualiem that we talk about w 
often” Three points may be mentioned 


First. during the 40-90 years that socialiem has actually 
cxmsted in the Fast European countries. there have been 
two sides to rt the achrevements that have been sored 
particularly on the social front, achrevements that 
cannot be dened. and the mistakes and crises that must 
be overcome tn onder to revive socualiem, the Commu 
nist Parties mm power there have pul forth reforms and 
renovations and led the people in implementing these 
Bul because of the mustakes made im leading thew 
reforms and renovations. these parties have lost power to 
the opposition forces Thus. thi 1 the defeat of reform 
and renovation It docs not mean that soculiwm has 


collapeed 


Second. socwlam in the East European countries was 
buslt using an outside model This did not start from the 
actual conditions in cach country There was a lack of 
independence. and Marsist-Leninit theory was not 
applied creatwwely to socalam Thus. even though 
socialist construction there achieved certain results, i 
could not avon’ difficulties and crives. especially 
recentl, The os the collapse of one socialist mode! that 
doe not correctly reflect Marxist-Leninist theory This 
certanly doesn't mean that socialist theory 1s outmoded 


Third. sociale entered the lives of the laboring people 
of Eastern Europe through the benefits that 1 brought 
them Today following the political changes. the people 
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there are seeing that by following the capitaliat path the 
previous achievements of the revolution are being lost 
their interests are being encroached on, and social values 
are being overturned Thus. in Eastern Europe sociation 
is HOt @ utopian theory, Within certain lets, of has 
taken root in the material and spiritual lives of the 
people, What is very clear is that even though they are 
CAPETIONCING 4 seriOUs sOCHOeCOROMIE Criws The majority 
of the Soviet people still favor socialim. as the recent 
referendum on maintaining a renovated Soviet Union 
showed 


The second question Was the model wrong not just 
become of poor “consiruction” bul alo because the 
“design” was wrong’ Or in other words, was the theoret 
wal basis of socialem, that 6. Mariiem-Lenmiem, 
wrong’ If socialist theory i wrong, there can't be 
socialiem in reality 


There have been new sources of know y and a 
number of new coonomn and social theones But for us 
to date. in terms of a world view and methodology there 
8 Still NO theory that can replace or that 1 better than 
Marxist-Leninist theory This is like a screntific and 
revolutionary entity Even though «t must be supple. 
mented and developed in the face of the pressing require: 
ments in order to answer the new problems posed by the 
present age. Marsism-leniniem is sll of value in three 


1. It os the ideological foundation of the working claws 
and it 1s the orthodox and gurding ideological sy stem of 
socialist society The essence of this ideological system is 
the chmination of the system of man exploiting and 
oppressing man and the construction of a new society 
from man and for man, a society in which man has been 
liberated, in which man can grow in all respects. and in 
which man is the center of cconomn and social lite 


2. 1 ws the theoretical and political foundation of the 
communist and workers’ parties Relying on Maraist- 
Leninist principles, these parties have creatively used 
and developed these principles in the specific historical 
conditions of thei own countries in order to pul forth 
programs, lines, and poles to build and defend 
socialism 


4 ts a system of screntific knowledge about such basin 

spheres as philosophy coonomics. politics and screntifix 

communism. The basic pont in this system of know! 

is knowledge concerning the world and world 

and the general laws concerning the mobilization 

and development of nature, society. and human 

thinking 11's real essence 1s that it has equipped man 

witha ical and screntific world view and method. 

ology with which to cxamine phenomena and things and 
formulate ideas and actions 


This does not mean that we do not recognize the back 
ward aspects and crisis of Marxist-Leninist theory). par 
ticularly the theory on socialism 
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Ih tts history, Marsim-Leniniem has lagged behind and 
been crane in many periods This was clearly the cave 
al the beginning of socialiat construction in the Soviet 
Linon. At that time, because it was used in a dogmatn 
manner socialist theory found itself in a cris Bul later 
on, ima to overcome that thanks to the screntiti 
creativity of Lenin Starting from the historical reality of 
Russia at that time. he pul forth other vrewpounts that 
were in accord with the requirements of socialist con: 
struction in Russa Those viewpoints were centralived 
in the new coonemn policy According to Lenn. that 
was a fundamental change “in our views about social 
wm Unfortunately, after Lenin died, those view pornts 
were gradually forgotion We now know what the conse 
quences of thal were 


Thus. Marsism-Lenimium had been in crises before and 
managed to overcome them Today. in the new situation 
with a spirit of reviewing and renovating things, party 

ularly renovating our theoretical thinking. Vietnam and 
the other socialist countries are striving to overcome 
socialiem's crises concerning theory and practice reso 
lutely protect and devclop Marwem-Lenimuwm. and con 

tinue to affirm and renovate socialist construction in ou 
countries: Marsiem-Lenmium may be in a crises because 
of dogmatic application, but ts not outmoded For 
more than 100 years, Western scholars (including revo 
lutionaries who have lost ther sense of direction) have 
“proclaimed” that Marvem. | enim is outmoded cach 
time that it has encountered “rough weather ~~ Bul many 
times. they have had to turn to Marsism-Leninim and 
use various theores such as the theory of convergence 
and people's caprialem im order to pustily the fate of 
capitahem The vitality of Mariiem-Lenimwm «oman 

tested in the advances made by human society. im its 
creativity and self-improvement in the struggle to con 

vantl develop and sclectively assemilate man’s new 
sources of knowledge. and in the process of revrewing 
experences and improving theory in the countries 
huikding socaliem OF stated another way. Maram 

Lenimiuem is a social scence whose principal arguments 
and basn way of vrewrng the historical process arc truly 
screntific 


The third question If socialiwm has reached a dead end 
does that mean that capitaliem will last forever, and 
must we take the capitalivt path’ 


The first thing that must be said 1s that there have been 
times when we have misundersiood capitaliwm We sand 
that capitaliem would collapse quickly But we did not 
consider capitaliem’s ability to adjust itself or its sunt 
ability We looked at things from just one wide and 
simply contrasied capitalam with socialiem We did not 
we that socaliem «© just another type of society im 
substance, but t did not onginate mm a vor’ but from 
what capitaliwm had created. which became the precon 
dition for the birth of sociualiem 


Today. t must be admitted that modern capitaliwm has 
undergone changes and devcloped greatly as Compared 
with before In thes process. there are thongs that Mara 
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Tngels, and Lenin did not discuss. We cannot fully 
understand the historical development of capitalist 
society if we rely only of the viewpoints concerning the 
dialectical relationship between the production forces 
and the production relationships and between the intra 
structure and the superstructure and concerning the class 
viruggle In addition, we must also rely on such spheres 
as markets and democracy, the compleaities of man. 
power and civil society, the division of labor culture. 
efficrency, education, and so on. The relationships 
reflected by those spheres have become the conditions 
for ensuring scientific and technical progress and for 
improving the standard of living of people in society 


Looking at the changes made by modern capitalism with 
respect to the production forces. the production relation. 
ships. the economic structure, ma ment methods. a 
number of social relationships, including the average 
standard of living of the people. and international rela- 
tronships. we can see the following two things quitc 
clearly 


(on one hand, modern capitalism is still basically a state 
monopoly capitalism The superiority of monopoly cap- 
ital is still its fundamental point Modern state 
monopoly capitaliam is a complex web of multisector 
economic Management systems that uses market man. 
agement tools and that 1s based on international organ: 
vations and various forms of monopoly Ht operates in 
conjunction with the macrocosmi management of the 
bou $ State with respect to the economy in general 
The nature of state monopoly capitalism has not 
changed. That 1s, its basic nature 1s still explonation of 
the sources of labor and social resources with the aim of 
making as large a profit as possible: This has serious 
social consequences, the most striking of which 1s that 
the majority of the people are poor and oppressed and do 
not enjoy equal nghts while a few enjoy great wealth and 
power 


On the other hand, given the logic of the irresistible 
objective growth of the production forces. modern cap- 
iHtalism 1s creating the factors of future society because of 
the degeneration of the function of capital. or because of 
the trend toward socialization of cap:tal in accord with 
the need to socialize production and circulation (Exam. 
ples are the change in the system of share ownership. the 
caxapansion of the economic t function of the 
bourgeors state. the formation of relatively large num. 
bers of cooperative enterprises by workers and state 


enterprises. and the general improvement in cultural. 
educational, and judicial standards ) 


The above shows that the analyses and predictions by 
Marx, Engels, and Lenin on the nature and logic of the 
objective development of capitalism were fundamentally 
correct and scientific. Because of the development needs 
of the production forces, modern capitalism will, at some 
point, “shed its skin” in order to transform iiself into a 
new society Naturally, shifting to a new society requires 
the subjective factor of man. This 1s the revolution by the 
proletarian class. Socialism, a5 4 society, 4% not that 
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different from capitalam in has inherited and devel 
oped various factor in accord with it and created a new 
nature to liberate man, which is something that capr 
laliam. fo mation how i changes. cannot do 


The fourth question Through contributing a broad range 
of ideas to the Draft Program on Socialist Construction 
in the Transitional Period. the entire party, the entire 
military. and all the people have clearly manitested a 
high degree of unanimity concerning the path to 
socialiem From where did this great unanimity come in 
view of the fact that the people's lives are still very 
difficult, we have only a number of the factor of 
socialism, there are many negative internal factors, and 
the comples changes occurring in the world are aflecting 
us’ Above all, it 1s because our people have lived under 
the yoke of feudal colomaliem They had been oppressed 
and exploited. and they clearly understood wha an 
oppressive society was Because of this, they had a great 
craving for liberation In order to satisfy that craving. 
our people did not fear hardships or sacrifices. They 
waged a resolute str lasting for almost hall a century 
against the French colonalists and the American impe- 
rialists Second, during the past 16 years, since the entire 
country started on the path to socmliem, the great 
majority of our people have enjoyed the intial fruits of 
socialist construction even though there are still difficul 
tes. Third. even though we have had to pay a price for 
our successes and even though we are still groping tora 
mode! of sociliem that can be built in Vietnam, because 
of our political awareness and our understanding of 
present trends, we have resolutely adhered to the 
socialist path that was chosen Fourth, the reno. ation 
movement launched by the party several years ago has 
scored important initial results. This has given us the 
ability to find new ways to approach socialism and make 
the transition to socialism in our country 


Socialism — Means or Fad’ Half-Way or 
(,radually’ 

VI SEOOISE Hann TAP CHICONG SAN 

m tictnamew No S, Way 91 pp ii-i3 


| Article by Nguyen Duc Bach. M.A in philosophy] 


[Text] Some people say thal socualiam, or any other 
ideology. 1s pust a means and not an end. The goal is to 


have a prosperous people and a strong country 


Ai first glance. many people may think that that is 
correct. That s “pleasing” because i 1s casy to under. 
stand and practical. like a “semple truth © It os because of 
thes that thes idea 1s harmful (even though the motive of 
the person saying this may be legitimate and consiruc- 
tive), particularly in view of the fact that the drafi 
documents of the Seventh CPV [Communrst Party of 
Vietnam] Congress gathered ideas from all the people. 
socialism in Eastern Europe 1s collapsing, and Victnam 
has not been ale to overcome its coonomn and social 
crisis 
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In this very limited article, | would like to discuss the 
following ideas 


Hy studying Marsium-Leninim, everyone can vee that 
polities is really a matter of the relationship of the 
interests of the various classes. Politics and political 
interests are, in the final analysis, methods to reach the 
goals and obtain economic interests: Politics usa central 
ized manifestation of economics. That 1s. in the relation 
ship between politics and economics, in the long-term 
process there are class relationships and class struggles 
But in each specific historical stage of this long-term 
process, through the representative organizations (such 
as parties), there are always political targets and specific 
political interests that parallel the economic targets and 
interests that they represent (there are NOt just cconomn 
targets and interests.) This is both a theory and a 
historical reality that no one can deny. Thus, whether 
politics means “method,” “means.” of “target” is rela 
tive. specific, and dialectical This refutes the mechan 
cal way of thinking, that 1s, that politics 1s just a means 
in every historical stage. This 1s the first wrong “step” of 
the idea that we are rejecting 


The second wrong “step” of this idea is even more 
perverse in that it 1s said thal socialism 1s ust a means 
If socralism 1s pust a matter of politics. this idea is wrong 
The focus of politics 1s certainly not just politics or just 
theory. It 1s also a practical social system that encom. 
passes all spheres (policies, coonomics. and culture) 


After the Russian October Revolution. many countnes 
began building a socialist society. scoring achievements 
making mistakes, and suffering defeats. To date. no 
country has finished building such a society That is a 
rule of history. In order to achieve what it has the 
capitalist social system has had to pass through morc 
than !.o centuries of construction with countless rises 
And tomorrow, like today. there will be more crises 


There 1s no general model or formula that all countnes 
can use as a “source” when building a socialist society 
Bul that does not mean thal socialism—as a type of 
society in the history of human devclopment—does not 
have general, basic characteristics. These characteristics 
are manifested quite concretely and individually in cach 
country that has a socialist onentation. The party's 
present draft program mentions the basic characteristics 
of the socialist society that Vietnam plans to build (This 
is also like a “general rule” To build an airplane, for 
cxample. the most basic characteristic of the airplane is 
that «t must “fly.” lt can't simply “craw!” along the 
ground But regardless of the ty x¢ of arrcraft and regard. 
less of who produces it, the aircraft produced will all be 
different) Everyone who has some understanding of 
social theory knows that even though the varnous cap: 
talist countries are all different. they still share basx 
characteristics. Isn't building and maintaining cap- 
talism and dragging and even forcing the devcloping and 
dependent countries into the capitalist “free world” the 
goal of the capitalist cliques in the devcloped capitalist 
countries’ 
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Those who call socilam a general abstract theory are 
themselves caught up in generality and abstractness 
This separates politics from economics at a time when 
there are still classes and at a time of ferce class struggle 
This separates the specific goals of socialist construction 
from the eoonomie and social goal, which is to have a 
prosperous population and strong country Everyone 
knows that in Vietnam, before the communi party 
came into exmtence. there were many patriotic people 
who were filled with confidence and who worked hard to 
have 4 prosperous people and strong country But they 
were defeated, mainly because they chose the wrong 
revolutionary path and methods As a result, the country 
remained weak. and the great majority of the people 
lived im poverty and ignorance By carrying on thei 
revolution, our party and people have clearly proven that 
more than any other path, the the path of national 
liberation tied to socialism. as manifested in the goals 
through the united revolutionary line of the Communist 
Party, « the correct and most effective path for the 
country and people But since national independence 
was won and the farmers were given land, has the target 
of “prosperous people, strong country” been tied to 
socialist construction” 


The Maraist-Leninist idea of “continuous revolution | ts 
now. and will continue to be for many More years, a very 
revolutionary and screntific idea According to this wea 
the phrase “national beration” 1s to be understood not 
only in the narrow sense of a national liberation revolu- 
thon or national democratic revolution but also in the 
broad sense of the final goal that we want to reach—the 
liberation of man from oppression, caploitation. injus 
tice, poverty, and inorance and the construction of a 
new society om which cach person is a master and can 
grow in all respects 


Because, if the phrases “national construction” and 

prosperous people and strong country” are stated ina 
general way in today's age or even if the achievements 
scored by the party and people in the national demo- 
cratn revolution are accepted and praised (some people 
have intentionally reyected these great achievements) but 
socialist construction, which vs the basic target and the 
end result of the revolutionary process carned on by the 
party and people. 1s reyected, those ideas will represent a 
half-way position and unfinished revolution Those 
ideas do not make t clear that to have a truly “prosper. 
ous people and strong country” over the long term and 
throughout all of society. we cannot follow the capitalist 
path with its oppression. caploitation. and injustices. 
which were the onginal characteristics and sources of 
vitality of capitalism. even though modern capitalism 
has expanded to a high degree and can “make correc: 
trons «To have a “prosperous people and strong coun- 
iry. those who have a complete understanding of these 
ideas as discussed above know that the only way to is 
carry on socialist construction even if thes turns out to be 
a long-term. difficult. and comples process, which will 
make it difficult to avoid making mistakes and suffering 
temporary setbacks Our party and people have never 
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separated “national construction” to have a ‘prosperous 
people and strong country” from socialist construction 
in any sphere (this is manifested in a general and unified 
target) 


Those who view socialism as the means bul not the end 
and who separate socialist construction trom “national 
construction” to have a “prosperous people and strong 
country” are not only making a mistake bul also 
reyecting the socialist path and the leadership role of the 
Communist Party in Vietnam today. Thus, regardless of 
how convoluted their words, what they really mean is 
that they want the country to take the capitalist path 
The “prosperous people, strong country” targets of the 
party and people will be just an illusion. This will not 
only make it be impossible to hit the target but also result 
in the fruits of the revolution being lost: The disorder in 
anumber of East European countries 1s a bitter lesson. It 
is the communists and peuple in those countries who are 
having to pay a very high price 


Those ideas, which are half revolutionary, criticize the 
party s renovation policy as being incomplete’ 


The concepts “gradually” and “half-way” are not synon- 
ymous (and they can't be used interchangeably) Even 
though the toppling of an old system through violent 
revolution may seem to be sudden and rapid. in reality, 
every aspect must be prepared carefully if the revolution 
iS to succeed and a New sociely, a Socialist SOCIETY. 1S to 
be built. To move from one society to another requires 
going through many transitional steps These steps are 
not determined arbitrarily by man. Instead, the objective 
steps of development of a society are discovered and 
generalized in specific conditions Understanding and 
implementing the present renovation process must be 
based on the problems with this general methodology 


People must see the two following aspects concerning the 
renovation guidelines put forth at the seventh congress 
First, renovation is an objective and vital need of the 
country. This process must be carned on based on a 
unified position, that 1s. based on adhering to Marxism. 
Leninism and socialism, accepting the essence of man- 
kind, and exploiting the achievements scored in order to 
make all-round and highly effective renovations Short- 
comings, weaknesses, and sluggishness must be done 
away with, and measures must be implemented to over- 
come these things. There must be renovation within a 
stable framework in order to develop the country in all 
respects and not to cause disorder and turn society 
upside down. This 1s both a guideline and unified target 
and the will power and legitimate aspiration of the party 
and people. This can actually be brought about. (The 
party has mentioned the favorable aspects. capabilities 
and difficulties in the renovation process ) 


Second, hitting the renovation targets set 1s not an casy 
task, and it can't be done im just a short penod of ime 
Also, renovation cannot be carned on simultancously in 
all spheres by making a “180 degree turn” just so that 
this can be called all-round and complete renovation. 
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with no one knowing where the country is to go aller 
that The party and people cannot accept this. Instead, 
they must resolutely reyect this. (The fate, strength, and 
assets of Our people, party, and country are not a large 
laboratory tor dark “alchemists” who do not have a tiem 
foundation and who want to caperimment by mixing this 
and that substance in the hope of producing a new 
substance.) Everyone with some awareness and under- 
standing can see the difficulties and complexities of the 
renovation movement launched by the party and reach 
the conclusion that renovation must proceed gradually 
The most pressing problems in the overall entity must be 
found. This 1s difficult to do, and it will test the position, 
confidence, and abilities of the people, particularly those 
leading and managing renovation Those who want to 
carry On renovation quickly and “thoroughly” by 
making a 180 degree turn” must realize that they will be 
criticized for being impatient and subjective. Today, 
these people are exhibiting even more serious symptoms 
when they say that to renovate thoroughly, we must 
“demaratize,” and once we have “democratized” 
things. there won't be any need to have leadership forces 
Actually, that viewpoint is a presenption tor anarchy 
Those who subseribe to that viewpoint want to separate 
the party from the democratization process. They do not 
see that if the party does not serve as the leadership core, 
the process of democratizing society will tail To give 
another example, [it's sand that] in order to ensure that 
renovation 1s not done hall-way. the shift from a bureau- 
crate centralism and state subsidies mechanism to an 
economic accounting and market mechanism must go 
hand in hand with the privatization process, from own. 
ership to other spheres. There cannot be a state-operated 
economy or a collective economy in the market mecha. 
nism. And so on and so on 


But let's avoid too much theoretical and practical anal- 
ysis of the above ideas. What | want to stress here 1s the 
economic substance (and the political positions men. 
tioned above) of these ideas. These are just bourgeors 
economic viewpoints According to these viewpoints, 
our country’s economy will definitely become a capitalist 
economy Our party and people rejected this a long time 
ago. This 1s because inheriting and studying a number of 
the screntific-technical and managenal achievements of 
caprialism 1s totally different from “jumping into” cap- 
italism 


There Is No Opposition 


(HO000000 Hane TAP CHI CONG SAN in Lietnamese 
No S, May 91 pp 14-17 


{Article by Duc Vuong, not translated] 


April Thoughts 


(O000000 Hanes TAP CHICONG SAN in lietnamesw 
No 5, May 91 pp 18-19 


{Article by Pham Tien Duat. not translated] 





Contribute Ideas To Building the Platlorm 
and Strategy 


Discussion on the Relationship Between 
Economics and Culture 


OO000000 Hana TAP CHILCONG SAN in | tetnames 
No 5S, May 91 pp 20-25 


{Article not translated) 


Viaking Clear Ethnic Minority Roles in the Party 
ram 


YISEOOQUA Hanow LAP CHICONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No S, May 91 pp 28-27 


[Article by Nguyen Van Huy. deputy director of the 
Ethnic Minority Studies Institute. Vietnam Social Ser 
ences Commission] 


[Text] The ethnic minority policy and the problems 
related to this policy have been mentioned in the 
socialist construction targets: “The socialist society that 
we are building. has a highly developed economy and a 
very progressive culture of great national color, The 
ethnic minorities in the country have solidarity. they are 
equal, and they help each other” (Chapter 2) 


In chapter 3, “Economic and Social Development.’ fou 
major problems are discussed. The ethan minority 
policy 1s presented as part of the social policy Section 3 
of chapter 3, “Building a Socialist Culture,” discusses the 
cultural aspect of the ethnic minority policy The won- 
dertul cultural traditions of the ethnic minorities in our 
country must be inherited and creatively developed 


In my view, this discussion of the ethnic minority policy 
in the Draft Program does not fully clarity the position 
and role of the ethnic minorities in Vietnam. This does 
not make clear the significance and importance of 
solving the ethnic minorities problem or pornt out how 
to solve this problem 


As we all know, long ago, the party decided that the 
ethnic minorities problem ts a strategic problem (or that 
it has a strategic nature) of the Vietnamese revolution 
The ethnic minority groups have been an important 
integral clement of Vietnam ever since our nation was 
founded. The multinational character and the concept of 
national awareness of cach minority group has been 
supplemented and strengthened Based on the caper 
ences of the past decades in Vietnam and in many other 
countnes in the world, solving the minority group prob- 
lems cannot be limited just to the sphere of social policy 
Reality shows that the ethnic minority problems are 
integrated and all-round problems of diverse form 
These are related to the cconomic, political, social 


cultural, educational, public health. national detense 
and diplomatic spheres. In solving these problems. in 
this age or in some other age, in this nation or in some 
other nation, and in this region or in some other region 
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each of the spheres mentioned above is of great impor. 
lance. Ignoring any of these spheres will have serous 
CORSEqQUENEES 


Economic development is the basis tor the development 
of the ethan minorities and ethnaie minority relation. 
ships: Whether the ethnic minornties develop and have 
solidarity with each other depends in large part on the 
correctness of the cconome pohey and on economic 
development Only uf the economy develops will the 
ethai minorities have a prosperous and happy lite. Only 
if the economy develops will ut be possible to talk about 
strong solidarity and real equality 


Both theory and actual practice show that the ethnic 
minor ies problems and the ethnic minority policies 
cannot be divided into separate policies. There must be 
coordination among the sanous policies based on one 
objective. There must be an integrated, all-round view 
with respect to the various aspects o1 social life, which 
includes the national psychology and the various socro- 
economic spheres. on a scale from the local and zonal to 
the national 


Because the ethan minority problem is an integrated, 
all-round problem. on my view, including the ethni 
minority problem and policy in the section on social 
policy i not rational This is because it will not be 
possible to include the various aspects of this problem or 
fully se the Strategic position (both now and in the 
tuturc) of the national and ethan minonties problems 
And because of t it will not be possible to find a 
suitable way to solve these problems 


| propose that the ethar minor'y policy im the Draft 
Program be the subject of a separate section, although 
still within chapter 3 (which means separating it com- 
pletely from the section on social policy) This section 
should be placed after the present four sections, 
becoming section 5 of chapter 3. This section can include 
various matters related to ethar minorities and to ethnic 
moinorty policy. matters that have been presented in 
various other parts of the Draft Program, such as the part 
that talks about inheriting and creatively developing the 
traditional cultures of the ethnic minorities (the section 
on Building a Socialist Culture) Naturally, the section 
on socialist construction as this relates to the cthni 
minorities must be kept and capanded 


The most important requirement with respect to ethan 
minority policy that 1s presented in this section 1s how to 
present largets. viewpoints. guidelines, and ways to solve 
the national and ethnic minority problems in the 
socialist revolutionary stage and to show how the solu- 
tions in this stage of the socialist revolution differ trom 
those in previous Stages We cannot stop here with just 
general principles that fit every revolutionary stage, 
because if we do, the program will not have a practical 
guiding eflect and will lose its effect as a compass for 
action in a revoluthonary stage 


As for the cthan minorities problem. the requirements 
posed in the socialist revolution today are very diflerent 
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trom those during the resistance against France several 
decades ago. Thus, the Draft Program must manifest 
these differences by determining: First, what are the 
targets in solving the ethnic minorities problem in the 
transitional period, and second, what steps. forms. and 
methods can be used to hit those targets’ 


The Draft Program gives little attention to reviewing the 
theoretical and practical problems related to the ethan 
minorities problems posed in the socialist revolution 
during the past several decades and following the party 
congresses, particularly the sixth congress, an historical 
congres. that opened up the era of renovation. The Dratt 
Program must study, inherit, and develop the correct 
viewpoints adopted by the sixth congress 


In chapter 2, the Draft Program defines the targets of 
socialist construction and the targets of the initial stage 
1am in complete agreement with the general targets set 
because there, along with general matters pertaining to 
the entire country, the program also mentions the ethan 
minorities problem. However, because the economic and 
social starting points of the majority and minority peo- 
ples in Vietnam are different. the ethnic minorities 
policy in the new revolutionary stage Must point oul the 
targets and and the way to hit the targets of the ethni 
minorities within the framework of the general targets 
and the general path of the entire country. Here. | would 
like to propose a number of points 


| propose that we use the important viewpoint regarding 
the ethnic minority policy that was adopted by the siath 
congress and that 1s in accord with practices in Vietnam 
now and in the future. This viewpoin is. All aspects of 
each people must be devcloped in conjunction with the 
consolidation and development of all Vietnamese peo- 
ples (in the Draft Program, the two places that omit the 
word “all” in the phrase “all Vietnamese peoples arc 
incorrect). This viewpoint must be regarded as a target of 
the ethnic minority policy in the transitional period and 
must be “slanted” to replace the section “the collective 
of Vietnamese peoples share a common history 


If this target needs to be clarified further, «i can be 
supplemented by a clause adopted by the sixth congress 
“enable all peoples to enjoy a prosperous and happy 
life.” Thus, concerning the ethnic minorities policy. the 
target that we must strive to hit in the transitional period 
is: “To develop every aspect of cach minority group 
reduce and eventually climinate poverty. enable all peo- 
ples to enjoy a prosperous, civilized, and happy lite. and 
solidify and de. clop all Vietnamese peoples © 


As for the way to hat this target. the following view pornts 
need to be mentioned 


1. The economic, social, security, and national defense 
pohhcies must consider the special characteristics of the 
various ethnic minorities and regions. We must not force 
things into a particular framework or subjectively use 
inappropriate organizational forms in the process of 
building and developing the cconomy. culture. and 
society in the ethnic minority arcas 
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2) Various forms of communications and industry, par 
ticularly the processing industry, must be expanded. The 
technical advances must quickly be used in lite and 
production, particularly agricultural and forestry pro- 
duction and the processing of agricultural and forestry 
products. The expansion of household agricultural and 
forestry farms must be promoted, which will create new 
demands with respect to production, production organi 
zation, and the application of science and technology 
We must be bold and fair in allowing foreign investment 
in the Mountain areas and altract various sources of 
capital 


+ In solving the grain problem for the minority groups in 
the mountains, we must base things on commodity and 
market cconomy siewpoints 


4 Policies must be implemented that provide favorable 
treatment with respect to taxes. the degree of local 
budget control, credit and the use of foreign capital, and 
wages and compensation pol:cres There must be a policy 
to protect the main products of the mountain areas 


S We must give attenuon to and ensure the interests of 
the tnbesmen in economic and social development on 
both the macrocosmic and microcosmic levels 


6 The culture of each people must be preserved, and the 
use of the language and writing of the ethnic minority 
groups must be promoted along with the process of 
expanding [the use of] the Vietnamese language and the 
official writing system. There must be a struggle against 
manifestations of assimilation of the ethar minorities 
the idea of mayor and minor nationalities, discrimina 
tion. and tribal divisions 


There must be guidelines and plans tor developing 
each cthan minority group on the macrocosmic and 
national levels within the collective of Vietnamese peo 
ples 


S Plans must be formulated to systematically train the 
ranks of cadres of the ethnic minority groups for both 
now and tor the long term. An eflort must be made to 
maintain the quality of the training 


Issues Concerning the Economic Structure 


VISEOOOOR Hane TAP CHICONG SAN 
n lictnamese No 5, Way 91 pp 27-29 


Article by Nguyen Van Ay. Nguyen Ai Quoc Institute) 


[Teat) The Dratt Economie and Social Strategy has « 
relatively rational structure It mentions the basic targets 
that our country must hit by the year 2000. At the same 
time. it also puts torth a number of basic solutions to hit 
those targets But on the draft, there are still a number of 
issucs Concerning the economic structure that need to be 
studied in greater depth 


The draft mentions three aspects of the coonomic struc 
ture the inter-sector coonomin structure, the regional 
and territonal economic structure, and the economn 
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clements structure. In my view, these three aspects are 
correct bul insullicrent. There are a number of other very 
Important structural aspects that are missing, such as the 
structure ©o; the internal and external economies, the 
economic and needs structures, and so on 


|. The structure of the internal and external economies 


This is. a very fundamental relationship of our country’s 
economy today. Balancing the economy requires haying 
a relationship between the internal and the external 
particularly in the Asian-Pacific region. Japan has devel- 
oped greatly thanks in large part to having correctly 
resolved the relationship between internal relationships 
and external relationships. Today, this region ts exper. 
encing a large-scale transter of technology, which started 
with transfers from Japan to the NICs [newly industri. 
alized countries] and later on to a number of countries in 
Southeast Asia. In particular, a large transfer is taking 
place trom Singapore and Thailand to the Indochinese 
countnes. The Thai prime minister stated that he wanted 
to transform Indochina trom a battleiield into a market 
place. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and now 
the the L’nited States and Japan have begun to regard 
Vietnam as one of the reception points for this large- 
scale transter of technology. West European countries 
particularly Italy and Germany, have begun giving atten. 
tion to investing in Vietnam. In 1991 and 1992. Italy 
provided aid and tavorable loans amounting to appro, 
imately $132 millon in order to build an infrastructure 
and many other socioeconomic projects in Vietnam 


it can be said that the strategic plan of other countries 
with respect to Vietnam 1s quite clear. Thus, what 1s our 
plan with respect to the economic structure for dealing 
with the above plan’ 


In my view, we will have to incorporate the relationship 
between the internal and external economies in our 
Strategic plan and in our economic structure. The stra- 
tegic problem, returning to the problem of organizing the 
economic structure, must refer to both the internal and 
external economic structures. Today, our viewpoints and 
plans go through foreign economic policy. But in my 
view, these viewpoints and plans are insufficient and not 
specific enough. They must be expressed in the form of 
an economic structure, in which there are both internal 
and external economic structures. Reality has provided 
us with many lessons concerning this problem. What is 
the reason for our defeats in exports and imports’ 
Mainly. they stem from the fact that our viewpoints and 
plans have not been concretized in the form of a struc- 
ture. The problem 1s to create a clear economic structure 
There must be links and connections between the 
internal and external with respect to each aspect and 
each zone 


2. The structure of the economy and the structure of 


needs 


The relationship between the structure of the economy 
and the structure of needs has not been discussed by the 
Draft Strategy Needs here must be concretized to mean 
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invesiment needs in the neat 10 years. Supposing that 
our plins tor the next 10 years will require $32 billion 
this must be regarded as a great need, because this will 
account for 40-40 percent of the state budget in the neat 
10 years. On one hand, the structure of the needs 
requires that we arrange the economic structure accord 
ingly. On the other hand, the economic structure is the 
means and motive force tor implementing the needs 
structure 


We can crxamine the need for investment capital based 
on three basic guidelines 


First, the need to renovate fined assets: We must make 
calculations and determine how extensive renovation 
must be and what our capabilities and the capabilities of 
other countries are for satistying this need. In the coming 
10 years, which sectors will have to be renovated, and, 
specifically, what will the structure of the renovation of 
the fined assets (and also the renovation of technology in 
the neat 10 years) be lke’ This renovation will certainly 
form a new economic structure, and this new cconomin 
Structure will be the means tor implementing the necds 
Structure mentioned ah ve 


Second, intrastructural needs) The tollowing must be 
determined in the Strategy In the next years, how great 
will our infrastructural needs be, to what degree will we 
be able to satisfy these needs (this must be quantified) 
and by what means will they be satistied’ It 1s the 
economie infrastructure chat determines the regional 
and territornal economic structures 


Thasland and Singapore have a very clear and concrete 
Strategic plan tor building the economic intrastructure 
during the coming 10-15 years. | don’t think that our 
country’s economic structure can stop with viewpoints 


1 would like to present an outline of an economic and 
SOK ial Strategy 


|. Strategic plan in the next 10 years 
Plan to torm viewpoints in a systematic manner 


} Plans and viewpoints must be formulated, tined 
concretized, and quantified using basic economic rela 
tionships Such plans constitute the economic structure 


In my view, in the present Draft Economic and Social 
Strategy. the above outline 1s not clear or adequate 


Third, the issue of regional and terntoral structure 
| would like to present two ideas 


First, the regronal economic structure must not be con 
fused with present provincial or district administrative 
boundaries. A district, and even a province, does not 
have sufficrent conditions to form a regional economn 
Structure. Up to now, we have identified the concept of 
“yndustrial-agnicultural structure” with that of “the eco 
nomic structure of the province and district ~ Actually 
the concept of an “industral-agricultural structure just 
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poms loan “inter-sector coonoMmic Slructure Within Us 
wountry. It is implemented through the provinces and 
districts, Dut this does not mean that each province and 
district has a separate economnc structure 


Identifying the regional economic structure with admin 
istrative boundaries and associdling his with imple 
menting local economic interests has created a sell 
sufficrent structure in the style of local annexation 
Carrying On import-caport activities, Dalancing ths 
budget, engaging in a market economy, and so on are all 
earned on based on administrative boundaries The 
consequence 18 dispersal and division of circulation 
Thos has made ut difficull to form a national market and 
made ut difficult tor the market mechanism to stimulat 
accumulation and renovate the technology. As a result 
our economy has hit an impasse and remained back 
ward 
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Second, the issue of regronal economic structure in the 
Strategy must clarity what the regional and national 
markets will be like un the neat 10 years. Which regions 
will produce what types of goods is an important ques 
tron Also, will China's Quangdong and Fujian export 
processing zones be imitated by us’ What wall the 
relationship be between the sectors and the administra 
ye cones in implementing the regional economic struc 
ture’ And so on 


Lhe Important Position of the Maritime Trade in 
the Economic and Social Development Strategy) 
OOO0000 Hann TAP CHLCONG SAN in bt hetnartes 
Vo 5S. \sav 9/ pp OV 8] 


Article by Tran Duc Lan and Le Tinh. not translated!) 
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Research 


lhe Problem of a Unified National bront in the 
Vietnamese Revolution 


CODD Hann TAP CHICONG SAN in lL ielnaiies 


\, , Vai yj jy > a i7 


l[Article by Neuyen Thanh. not translated] 


Hlealth Services ina Market boonmomy 
O00 Hann TAP CHICONG SAN of lien 
Vo 5. Was vi my i, i / 


|Ariwle by Trvong Cong Can, fot translated] 


bvachange of Opinions 


bconemics and Class in the Transitional Period to 
Soctaliom 

O00 Hinmn TAP CHICONG SAN of | belnaiene 
\o 5. Way Ol pp fal 


|Article by Doan Trong Nha. not translated] 
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stp lien Son Comeas Plans ond the Vhaah tien 
baterprive Roles 





bederated lobacco 
Autonomy in Business 
VINE 00200 Han TAP CHICONG SAN 
im bietnamew No 5, May 41 pp 42-46 


|Report on seminar nized by Thanh Hoa Province 
and TAP Ci) CONG SAN of 16 and 1) Maroh 1991 at 
tre Him Son Cement Plant) 


jTeat) lt i @ great to move from a burcaucratn 
centralam and state ies Management mMechaniem 
lo autonomy in business in accord with the Spirit of 
( ouncil of Miniwters’ Decision 217 of expanding com: 
mercial production based on a market mechani with 
ate control Al the same time, this poses a great 
challenge with respect to renovating the management 
mechaniem on both the microcosmic and macrocosmn 
levels 


During the three years that Council of Ministers’ Dec. 
son 217 Gomplemented 14 November 1987) has been in 
effect. a number © state economic units, including the 
Him Son Cement Plant and the Thanh Hoa Federated 
Tobacco Enterprise, have striven to expand production 
based on maintaining their markets, tying production to 
the markets, and constantly sirnving to improve the 
technical processes and the quality of the products 
According to recent data from the Asset Liquidation 
Department of the Central Commitice approximately 
W) percent of the state enterprises in the country are 
making a profit or beginning to show a profit, The 
majority of these enterprises have a good level of accu. 
mulation The moomes of the cadres workers, and civil 
servants have riven and are stable These enterprises arc 
fulfilling their obligations and paying thei taxes and 
other debts to the state. They are making an important 
contribution to mcereasing revenues for the budget 


However. along with the state enterprises that are dong 
well and that have affirmed their role and postion on the 
markets. there are also many enterprises that have been 
operating at a lows for a long time and thai are facing 
bankruptcy 


The important problem today « that with respect to 
Macrocosmic cconomic management. there must be 
measures to deal swiftly and resolutely with those enter. 
prises that are operating at a lows At the same time there 
must be policies to encourage state enterprises to mani. 
fest autonomy in investment. renovate thei technical 


processes, improve product quality, and satisfy the 
varied needs of the markets 


The above was the aim of this seminar, which was 
attended by Thanh Hoa provincial leaders, TAP CHI 
CONG SAN, a number of state enterprise directors (in 
Thanh Hoa Province). and a number of coonomists 


Scleatific Debate Realities i" 


Theoretical and Practical leewes Maised at the Seminar 


| AT ring the role of the state economy in a multifac: 
cled ComMmeadiy eoonomy 


awed on actual reports on the commercial production 
development situation of the fim Son Cement Plant and 
ihe Thanh Hoa Federated Tobacco Enterprise, those at 
ihe seminar — heh marks to the imitial results 
achieved by | iwo state enterprises in shifting to 
cconomn accounting based on a market mechanium 


Those at the seminar sand that in a capitaliet of socealiat 
economy. the eximtence of Mate-ow economin sectors 
(sate-operated economy) 1s essential Every state must 
control the state economy and use this as 4 tool to 
regulate the economy What the structure and weight of 
ihe state economy isin the foverall] economy depends on 
the level of development of the production forces and the 
level of managerial organization of each country The 
veminar affirmed the need to keep the Bim Son Cement 
Plant and the Thanh Hoa Federated Tobacco Enterprise 
as Mate owned enterprises (within the sate coonomy) 
Those present made proposals on macrocosmn manage: 
ment with respect to these types of enterprises 


Although this 6 just the beginning, the results of the 
commercial production activities and the contributions 
made to the state budget by these two state coonomn 
installations during the past two years have. to a certain 
degree manifested the role and superiority of the state 
coonemy ina multifaceted commadity coonomy. which 
is proceeding with a socialist onrentation in our country 


However some people said that the state coonomy is a 
grcat flaw that has generated state deficits and 
inflation and that this contains factors that have led to 
skyrocketing inflation The overall evaluation of those at 
the seminar was thal many state coonomic enterprises 
are operating imefficrentiy 


) Determining the contents of the business autonomy of 
the state coonomer units 


The majority of those attending the seminar said that the 
contents of the business autonomy of the sate coonomn 
units are manifested in many respects. that is in finan. 
cal autonomy (expanding and preserving capital). im 
adjusting to markets in managing and controlling com. 
mercial production eithin the enterprises. in organizing 
joInt operations with domesti and foreign coonomic 
units, and sw on in accord with the law 


One question that was asked was To whom has the state 
(with the credentials of the representative of publi 
ownership) given the might to use the awets’ To the 
directors” To the cadres. workers, and civil servants? Or 
to the administrative councils” Many people said that in 
order to avon’ a situation m which there «6 general 
ownership. thes night should be given directly to the 
directors (naturally nights and responubilitics will have 
to be stipulated very clearly and concretely) A number 
of other people said that we must adhere to the principle 
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of the collective leads and individuals assume reapone: 
bility The state should transfer assets to the adminiatra 
tive commcils and regard the administrative councils as 
Organizations that represent the state s ownership rights 
at the enterprises. A third opinion eapressed by some 
Participants was that depending on the specific situation 
of each enterprise, the state can transfer assets to the 
workers and civil servants (naturally, through the admun- 
istrative councils oF director) However, regardless of 
the form, the director will sill be the person who a 
responsible to the state for the expansion and preserva 
thon of the assets 


Another question asked at the seminar was Tithe rghito 
use the assets is given to the directors, how great will the 
powers. responsibilities and interests of the director 
be” Almost all of those present said that the director. 
with the credentials of the sate s representative must be 
the one who controls the accounts He must have the 
authority to mgn coonomn Contracts and Commi ayets 
The directors must also have the authority to control the 
commercial activities, implement the deciwons of the 
managing organizations. and enforce the clauses sipu- 
lated by the law in business The director is fully respon. 
vible to the enterprise s managing organization for the 
business results Besides the salary vet by the state the 
director can receive a bonus if the enterprise 6 we: 
cessful. Conversely, the director can be fined if the 
enterprise suffers a low 


A number of people asked “Il aveets are turned over to 
the directors, what role will the laborers (including the 
party committees. trade unions. and mass organizations) 
and the enterprise councils play in order to ensure that 
they don't interfere in the business activities of the 
directors but at the same time limit any abuse of powers 
the appropriation of state awets. and encroachment on 
the interests of the laborers” Most of those attending 
the seminar sand that this 18.4 very compiles probiem If 
this rela onship 6 not handied well, this will have a 
great effect on the commercial production activities of 
the enterprise Thus. the best solution « to clearly 
stipulate the functions. powers obligations and interests 
of the party and mass organizations (many people 
stressed that this relatronship should be codified) Thor. 
ough inspections must be made (by the workers). and the 
advisory role of the enterprise councils must be exploited 
in order to help the directors caplont the strengths and 
overcome the weaknewes and fulfill the coonomi norms 
pul forth at the worker-crvil servant congress 


+ On the organizational and managerial system and the 
sate’s Macrocosmn coonomn poles ON Sale cco- 
nomi units 


Almost all of those attending the seminar said that the 
sate (with the credentials as the owner representing 
all-peoplc ownership) should transict business autonomy 
to the enterprises (with the credentials as the specific 
owner) The state enterprises will be directly controtied 


by a management organization thal represents the state 
This organization can be the Ministry of Economics and 
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Technology. the provincial people's committee oF sone 
oiher unit The management organivation must sel 
evidelines and targets. formulate the long-term and 
annual business plans of the en w approve plans to 
mobilize capilal ieve bonds. CoOntDUTE poHAL ven: 
ture capital, check the economn statements and review 
the yearly assets of the enterprise appoint and dienes 
various people such as the director and accountant and 
Manage the activities of the enterprive with feapect to 


legal aspects 


A number of people sand that 1 would be a mustake to 
impose too many binding conditions on the enterprises 
There should be a single condition The state will 
Manage the state enterprises th the law and will not 
interfere in business operations which might reduce the 
dynamiem of the enterprises 


Another question posed at the seminar was Who repre: 
vents the state in giving the state enterprises the m@ht to 
use and posses assets’ The majority of the people there 
sand that there must be management organizations (at 
the top of which « the Counc of Ministers, with the 
provincial people's committees below that) But others 
said that committees representing the Council of Minis 
ters should be established to give the enterprises the nght 
to use and possess assets These commitices will be 
responsible for constantly imepecting the capanson and 
presers ation of the awsets of the enterprises 


People attending the seminar said that the immediate 
and long-term task 1s to unify the high-level management 
organizations of the enterprises in all respects: Each state 
enterprise should have just one higher echelon, the 
( owner! of Ministers of the provincial of distinct people's 
committee The ministries should manage the enter: 
prises based on thei coonome and technical functions 
only The all-round management style of today should be 
done away with (if an enterpriee « subordinate to a 
particular ministry, 1 8 teed tc chal ministry on terms of 
economic. financial, technical, pricing. and so on mat. 
ters), This causes problems and interferes with 
expanding the enterprise's commercial production A 
number of other people sad that in a situation on which 
our country’s coonomy 1s still dispersed and backward 
and we are im the process of shifting to & market 
cCONOM) Management ministines be maintained 
for a certain pernod in order to maintain the centralized 
management of the state Naturally the management 
formulas of the ministries with respect to the sate 
enterprises must be fundamentally renovated (manage. 
ment based on the law and no imterference m the 
business activities of the enterprises) Conditrons must 
be created that will enable the state caterprises to capand 
in accord with the market mechanum The concept of 
distinguishing between central enterprises and local 
enterprises must be done away with 


4 On state enterprise federations and the management 
councils in the sate enterprises 
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Concerning state enterprise federations many of those at 
the seminar said that regardless of the form of the 
economy (even if it 184 transitional form), if it has not 
fully manifested its effect. it must be maintained Hut 
even if the state enterprise federations in Vietnam still 
have a role to play. they cannot be maintained as before 
Above all, they must be turned into research organiza 
intensive production eapanson of the 
vector, Mudy markets, forecast demand. provide infor 
mation. coordinate the activities of the members enter: 
prises. guide the member enterprises so that they operate 
in accord with the law. and inepect their operations 


Conversely, a number of said that the enterprise 
federations should be immediately because 
this 18 an unnecessary middie echelon (which was suit: 
able only during the tate subsidies period) Their appa- 
ratus is cumbersome and ineffective They benefit the 
enterprises very little bul cause many problems for the 
enterprises Also. they are costly and waste much of the 
sale s assets 


As for the councils in the state enterprises. 
the seminar participants capressed two views Some said 


participation of the members (sent by higher echelons) 


outede the This would not be in accord with 
reality Will the members of the management 
councils, who are and paid by the state really 
devote themscives to working for the enterprise 


|. The state enterprises musi be urgently reorganized 


Above all. efforts must be concentrated on implementing 
Council of Ministers’ Decision 31 S5/HDBT of | Sep- 
tember 1990 on disbanding those enterprises that have 
been operating at a low for a long time and on guiding 
ee 


According to most evaluations today. the majority of the 


enterprises Man 


only (because the state has not yet implemented a 
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the investment capital on the profitable enterprives 
quickly increasing revenues for the budget 
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enterprises arc responsible for managing. 
preserving these assets in accord with the 


enterprise agreements and contracts 
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In onder to enable the state ws to truly practne 
coonoTn accounting the state Hake the enter 
prises Feaponaible pete oh ye om only the production and 
Husiness anects (calculated haved on actual prices 
based on a unified price grid). As for the value of the 
liked aeeets that arent needed oF that are damaged and 
waiting to be diaposed of and of commodity maternals 
that can't be cold oF that turn over dowly, alt the 
value of these assets have been included in the + 

the assets turned over to the enterpriees. the enterprises 
should be allowed to rooord thew im the write 
aiounts 


Hoth now and in the future. transferring and preserving 
avects are postive and essential measures for 

ihe relationship between the state s ownership rights 

ihe business autonomy of the enterprises Afler turning 
over the assets to the enterprises. the tate should fot 
interfere using administrative measures with the asset 
use plans of the enterprives Instead ihe state should use 
tas laws polnies and legal measures The sate must 
perform a Macrocosmu Management function. st 
guidelines, and regulate the imvesiment and imcoome 
distribution processes of the enterprises Conversely the 
enterprises that are given assets have a responsibility to 
preserve thove avsets in accord with the law They have 
the nght to wee those assets OF to sate 1 another way 
they are the specific owners of the assets given by the 
vate and must wee them im the most profitable way 
possible 


1 The technical advances must be weed. and the tech- 
nical processes must be renovated 


The practices of the Bim Son Cement Plant and the 
Thanh Hoa Federated Tobacco Enterprise show that 
along with renovating the management mechaniwm and 
eg). Ng attention to the interests of the laborers. these two 
installations have constantly given attention to apply ing 
the technecal advances. renovating the technical pro- 


market coonomy. To be able to compete 


successfully 
product quality must be good. and the products must be 
in accord with the tastes of the consumers 


In order to hut the target of gradually renovating tech- 
niques and renovating the technical processes at the statc 
economic installations. the state and the various echelon 
sectors must reexamine the investment and capital con. 
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enterprises that carn large sure for the Nudget (such as 
the Him Son (Cement Plan and the Thanh Hoa Federated 
Tobacco Enterpriee) 


4 The Macrooosmn Management poly must be rene 
valed, and steps musi be taken to enatle the sate 
enlerprises to satiely the roquirements in ewih hing to a 
Markel Me hanwm 


Above all. the state should soon promulgate a business 
law. a bankruptcy law. a labor law, and won Based on 
the laws promulgated. the (Council of Miniter and the 
slate Organizations responsible should quickly revise and 
implement a synchronized set of polis in accord with 
the few operating environment and market mechaniwm 


With > Many of today 6 state enterprise dines 
tors, the oe ae problem is that the state must urgently 
reviwe the poles and postions on 
manage gl lnquidating assets: the measures for depre 
cating fined avects. the diinibution, wage and bonus 
system. the tan polnies (particularly mamtaming 
ratwonal tas levels) the poles concerning the obliga 
ons of the state enterprises with feapect to the Mate 
the price poly (having a one-price market) 

t and foreign currency use policies. and w on 


(nly by busiding and perfecting wach a sachromred and 
ratronal system of policies will ot be powible for the state 
enterprises to measure and cvaluate then operations 
and only by dong this will the Mate organizations have a 
legal basis for mmepecting and controfling the enterprises 


5S. The tramung of management cadres for the sate 
enterprises must be strengthened 


In general the coonomn management cadres at the state 
enterprises i Our country were tramed mamly m 
socraliet countries Thi means that most of these cadres 
were rammed m a4 bureaucrat centralnm and sate 
wibwidies mechanim haved on a Manning model 

Now that we are shifting to a coonom) many 
people have shown themecives to be mncapenenced and 
unsuitable Furthermore based of recent inypections at 
4.584 vate enterprives, 2.6) enterprises were found to 
be operating at a low because the directors did not have 
adequate atvonal vandards According to the data 
obtained during these inspections on the country today 

about 20 percent of the directors do not have a degree 
and they are not familar with business law 


in view of thes, the state must emplement urgent mca 

wires to systematically retrain the coonomn manage. 
ment cadres from the central echelon to the localitees 
particularly the busines management cadres in the state 
enterprises Thies 1s a very important problem because if 
the state's asects are turned over to people who lack 
knowledge and profewional skills, that will be lke 
“throwing money out the window - 
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( losing Speech by Comrade Ha \uan Truong 
VIE 0020) Hane TAP CHIL COG SAN in Vietnam 
Vo 5) May 01 pp 40-49 


{Teat] This is the second seminar held by TAP CHI 
CUNG SAN on the fole and position of the sate 
economy. This seminar was organized by TAP CHI 
CONG SAN and the Thanh Hoa Provincial CPV [¢ 
munist Party of Vietnam) Commition What is different 
about this seminar is thal «| started from primary level 
units. From those units, we chose two units, a central 
unit and 4 local unit, whose operations are gong well to 
Make the main reports In my view. this way of doing 
things 1s something new Some people have asked “Why 
werent units that are caperencing difficulties of that 
have had poor results chosen’ | think that in the present 
siiuation, the units that are dome well have had to 
overcome countless difficulties In order to gain further 
experience in evaluating things along with these two 
units, we invited a number of local enterprises to capress 
opmons. li can be sand thal there are many more 
problems that this seminar could have addressed But 
during these two days. we have worked very tensely with 
a lofly spirit of responsibility and covered much ground 
| wouldn't presume to surmmarize things bul would like 
to mention a few major points on which we agreed, 
certain pieces of information and certain capernences 
and certain iweues that must continue to be discussed 


1. lewwes on Which There Was | nanimity 


| Everyone agreed that the state economy 1s essential for 
coonomi development ft 1s closely related to both the 
capitalist and socialist coonomies Its nature 1s teed to the 
nature of the state and to the social system of the 
country The sate enterprises of a capitalist state follow 
caprialt tendencies while those of a socualiet sate 
follow socialist tendencies By itvelt. the concept of sate 
enterprise docs not determine the nature of an economy 
The question 6, Who controls them and whom do they 
serve’ State enterprises are just one coonomen form in 
our country’s various coonomn clements We have not 
discussed the contents of this gurding of key concept. 
because thes has already been discussed a lot. and | am 
certain thai i will be discussed more im the coming 
period But one thing that 1s certain 1s that every country 
must have its Own coonOmn tool to mamtam the 
country’s coonomic and social orentation The sate 
economy 1s the most important tool for regulating the 
entire economy in accord with the naturc and targets of 
the country The capitalist state must have coonomi 
tools to support the capitalist system The socialist sate 
must have its Own coonomn tool to support the 
laborers 


When affirming the role of the state cconomic clements. 
it «& also necessary to affirm the ownership of the 
working class and ihe role of the party. the » rd unit 
of the working class. in leading the economy ause of 
our country’s historncal and social conditions. the Viet- 
namese bourgeomie has never had sufficient strength to 
lead the Vietnamese revolution Because of this. the 
bourgeors class has not been able to create key forces to 
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lead the construction of Vietnam Thus. the bourgeoie 
in our County have smply Participated as an clement in 
our eoonomy The state economy has had to play the 
activist pole in the eoomemy. H's true thal many sate 
enterprises are How facing the threat of bankruptcy oF are 
operating at alow But 1 aot due to the state economy 
but to the bureaucrat centraliam and state subsidies 
Management mechaniem and to various other things 
The party and state must soon establish a management 
Mechaniem that 9 in accord with the practices in our 
country and that will ensure the collective ownership 
rights of the laborers and the interests of each labor We 
must learn from the bourgeor specialists, and all of us. 
from higher to lower echelons. must be prepared to study 
and restudy cconomn management 


Siarting from thi wewpomi, we have affinmed that 
renovating the mechaniem. as pul forth by 
the party and sate. ws correct: And we have affirmed the 
positive effect of Counce of Miniters Resolution )17 
which has restored vitality to the slate enterprises 


2) because of Our Stuggishnes in improving the 
Management sysiem that the enterprises have been able 
to remain intact But thes 1s also why they have so many 
difficulties The point to note is that in an economy that 
sen creases, a cries that has lasted for more than 10 years 
the clement of chance 1s quite prevalent: Because of this. 
ites very difficull to correctly evaluate the capabilities of 
the directors of the coonome results of the enterprises 


enough k to burld a policy system in accord 
with the laws and special characteristics of Vietnam at a 
time when the economy 1s shifting to a new mechaniwm 
Many people said that the show changes in the financial 


and which arc expanding, have encountered many diffi. 
culties. too 
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swxcialist-onented market Mechaniam oF mechaniam that 
is by the slate (we are trying to determine 
which term is appropriate) 


Second, in general, sate economin results are sill poor 
and, therefore, the state enterprises must be reorganized 
(This point was raised ai the previous seminar, but to 
date. matier has not been fully resolved) Afier two 
years, there are still people who wonder what to do with 
the units that are operating at a loss. Those at the 
seminar said that we must use market coonomy mea- 
sures and competition Those en that have been 

ing at a lows for an ex period must be 

10 gO oul of business in order to enable the 


profitable enterprises to eapand 


Third, to manifest the role and autonomy of the state 
enierprises, organizational work must be renovated in a 
synchronized way in order to | sluggishness 

—— FF Sy think ing of entlon 
from top to bottom 


Fourth, there is wg SY- opposition between the 
economy and society economy and society affect 
each other Within the economy, there are social prob- 
lems. and within society, there are economic 

The question is how to handle this relationship in the 
sphere of an enterprise so that that enterprise can expand 
within the commodity cconomy based on a market 
mechanism and contnbute more and more to society 


During the seminar, one of the important issues dis- 

was the factor of man in management. The 
methods used by the two state economic units that we 
hay: used as a basis ha ¢ shown that the methods used to 
deal with the laborers have an effect on labor produc- 
tivity and business results We must solve such problems 
oS Se a oe ae 
priate regulations on public welfare solve the other 
problems that have a bearing on the material and spir- 
tual lives of the laborers. This is essential if we are to 
stimulate the active and creative nature of the laborers 
Clearly, unless attention is given to the laborers and to 

out and grasping the needs of the laborers, 

of the mechanism or system and regardless of 
ideals, the enterprise will not be able to make a profit 
This manifests the superiority of socialism in production 
and business organization 


ll. A Number of tesues That Need To Be Studied and 
Different Ideas 


The powers of the enterprises In conditions in which the 
asects of the State economic units, which have the 
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credentials of 4 fhdent economen units, Mill — 
to all the people, of what does the business autonomy 


these units consiet’ To whom has the Mate, with the 
credentials as the owner, given the right to use its assets” 
To the directors of to the laborers’ To whom should the 
tate ume over and how should they be preserve? 
The key issue here is the issue of 

rights How so als thse ta ten bo dietammied ons 
unified in order to maintain and encourage the spirit “ 
responsibility and creativity of the laborers If we 

rate ownership rights from use nights and do not 

this unified relationship. this will lead to mutual = 
sition, which will make i impossible to create a motive 
force for the economy, that 4, the ownership of the 
laborers Because of this, the direction that we have 


proposed is Regardless of the form and regardless of the 
regulations. these two rights must be tied to cach other 


Another issue concerning enterprise Bay is the 
ee responsibilities, and interests of the directors 

hal is the collective role of the laborers’ What about 
the administration. the party committees, the trade 
unions, and the mass organizations” Will there be enter: 
prise management councils” What 1s encompassed by the 

term “the state” as the owner’ Who represents the state 
ye + t to use and the assets of 
the state enterprises’ Will there be a higher echelon 
management organization over the enterprises, and. if 
yes. which organization” Between the market and the 
state, which one will enterprise business follow’ Some 
people have sard that it will follow the market, because 
the state itself regulates the coonomy based on the 
market 


On enterprise federations Should these continue to 
ext’ 


if they continue to exist, in what form’ There are 
different types of federations Should the management 
boards be maintained” In general, the majority at the 
seminar said that there must be all-round renovation 
The organizations established should not bend or inter- 
fere with the autonomy of the installations 


During this seminar. we also discussed share corpora- 
trons and associations What conditions are needed for 
such enterprises, and what are their contents” 


In addition. there are various cconomuc levers such as 
tances, rates of ¢ . social policres, and so on What 
should these levers hike in Our country’s market 
economy” These are important issues about which we 
can learn much from the capitalist countnes 
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Nahe linh--Lessons Learned During the Struggle 
\gainst ( orruption 

DODU0000 Hann TAP CHILCONG SAN 18 | betmariens 
No 5, May ¥/ pp S054 


[Article by Nii Le and Vo Dang Thien, not translated) 
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Don't Imagine That That ls the Truth 


OOU00000 Hana TAP CHILCONG SAN on tb ietnamen 
Vo 5. Mav ¥/ pp S556 


[Arie by Binh Crang. not translated] 
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Should We Consider Marxism-Leninism Our 
Ideological Foundation’ 


VI SLOOQ0E Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN 
in Vietnamese No 5, May 91 pp S057 


Article by Do Minh, Tu Liem, Hanoi} 


[Teat) Marxism-Leninism has been rejected by the ene- 
mies of the proletarian class, that is, bourgeois scholars 
This 1s easy to understand. This was the case even when 
Mars and Lenin were alive. This is still the case today 
and will continue to be the case in the future 


Bul starting from the high tide of reorganization and 
reform, in the name of renovation, ideas have been put 
forth by writers who just a few years ago were still 
disciples of Marx, Engels, and Lenin. Why have they 
abandoned the theories of these men so quickly” There 
are many reasons. Perhaps they have vacillated because 
of a lack of ability. Perhaps it's because they don't fully 
understand the substance of Marxism-Leninism but 
understand only the dogmas. Perhaps 11 has to do with 
individual interests and status 


A point worth noting is that when the reorganization 
movement began and communists openly criticized the 
errors that they had made with respect to leadership 
lines, policies, and positions, a number of people imme- 
diately turned and reyected Marxism-Leninism 


Some people have said that Maraist-Leninist theory 1s a 
great theory but thal it was correct only in the previous 
historical conditions. Some people have asked Can 
Marxism-Leninism be used today as the single ideolog- 
ical foundation or should something clse be added to 
this’ 


True Marxists understand that by Marxism-Leninism we 
primarily mean the great law of dialectical matenalism 
We have not used this or that statement or phrase of 
Marx, E . or Lenin as an ideological foundation In 
the Draft . ifany sentence or argument does not 
fully manifest the spirit of dialectical matenalism. it 
would certainly lack persuasiveness 


As we all know, Marx and Lenin used the law of 
dialectical maternalism to explain and study things in the 
economic sphere and formulated an economic and polit. 
ical theory to explain the world, and society formulated 
Marxist philosophical theory and scientific socialism 
Other scrences (Marxist psychology. Marxist sociology. 
Marxist ethics, Marxist esthetics, screntific athernsm. and 
so on) were formulated. Thus, Maraism-Leninism is an 
impressive screntific body It must be understood that its 
core and living soul 1s the law of dialectical matenalism 
and historical materialism This os the Marist world 
view and philosophy of life People musi not adhere to 
this or that argument relevant to the historical conds- 
tions of their time. If Marxism-Leninism is understood 
in that way. people will definitely think that t has a 
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number of specific viewpoints that are no longer in 
accord with today's conditions and thus begin to doubt 
T 


A number of people have rejected Marsum-Leniniam 
because of the present crisis in the socialist countries. 
This © childish, Above all, ut must be determined 
whether Marxism-Leninism has been implemented there 
in line with its functions and spiritual themes. Con- 
oe this. almost all communists have clearly sad that 
they admit that they have made mistakes in theoretical 
understanding and actual practice: Thus, is the above 
cris the result of mistakes in Marxist-Leninist theory” 


In order to reyect Marxism-Leninism and regard it as 
backward, useless. and even dangerous, many people 
have rehed on the ume when this came into being 
People have said that today, human knowledge has 
grown and gone beyond Marxism-Leninism But like 
many other scrences, Marxism-Leninism has never been 
clouded by the Even though we are now far beyond 
the period when Marxism-Leninism came into being and 
even though a number of points in this theory have now 
passed into history, reality shows that most of the 
viewpoints have been consolidated and affirmed Marx 
and Lenin realized that Marxist-Leninist theory was 
built based on previous ideas. and communists under- 
stand that in applying Maraism-Leninism, this theory 
must be creatively supplemented on an on-going basis 
Marxist-Leninist theory must be supplemented and 
developed +> that it can become Marxism-Leninism in 
the stages following Mars and Lenin If that has not been 
done, 1s that the fault of the dead” 


When talking about human know . the question that 
must be answered is, Which (nowt A revolutionary 
theory should not be put into a ngid framework with the 
development of information, biology. or nuclear rocket 
technology. That would be a dangerous mistake If 
people say that theory has developed to the point where 
Marxism-Leninism har been overthrown, they must 
prove that. Today, there isn't and there can't be a better 
theory and so Marivism-Leninism continues to maintain 
its orginal value 


it can be sand thal one reason for the present crisis in 
socialism 1s that theory 1s undeveloped But the civilized 
tech al world 1s also threatened. There 1s even the 
danger of annihilation because theory has not kept pace 
with technology. The time has come to wake up to this 
termble danger The education provided students has 
been slanted. and the social sciences have been slighted 
This has led and 1s leading the world toward crime and 
selfishness Peopic know a lot about technology but little 
about political and social matters. There «s a lack of 
kindness, magnanimity. and alirunsm Technology is 
destroying the environment 


In short. just because several Marxist-Leninist view. 
poms are wrong or because Mariism-Leninism has a 
number of hestorcal limitations. that 1s no reason to 
reyect the ideological foundation of Marnuism-Leninism 
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it we reject Marxism-Leninism, we won't have an ideo 
logical foundation. We will no longer be communists. I 
we reyect this, 1 means that we will also have to reject the 
socialist path and return to the capitalist path, which we 
have rejected 








Thus, correcting the mistakes that communists made in 
the past and that they continue to make today is one 
thing. Adhering to socialism and Maraism-Leniniem is 
something else. Only by resolutely correcting the mis 
lakes by carrying on renovation and adhering to 
socialiam and Marxism-Leninism will we be victorious 
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The Country on the Renovation Path On the New laternational Order 
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[Article not translated] [Article by Nguyen Trong Thu, not translated] 
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